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^T (^julde to 
THE HARVESTING OF PLUMS 
FOR EXPORT 
PART - 2 
By P. MELVILLE, Senior Adviser (Fruit) and J. S. BLOOMFIELD, Senior Packing Instructor 
THE Santa Rosa is an important export plum variety. It is the earliest of the main varieties shipped to Singapore and under proper conditions of harvesting and 
handling it carries well. It is, however, necessary to give close attention to harvest 
maturity to ensure that the fruit will arrive in the best possible condition. 
To assist growers to judge the correct 
picking maturity, the accompanying colour 
plate has been prepared showing the 
various stages through which the Santa 
Rosa passes during the ripening process. 
These changes which consist of a gradual 
yellowing of the green colour and an 
accompanying increase in red colour 
provide a definite means of assessing 
maturity, and can be used very effectively 
as a guide to harvesting. The first sign of 
maturity is the appearance of a dull red 
colour usually on the tip and suture of the 
plum as shown in Stage 2. As ripening 
continues the green ground colour develops 
a yellowish tinge while the red progres-
sively diffuses through the skin until the 
whole fruit is tinged with red as in Stage 
5. The colour then gradually deepens 
until when fully ripe the fruit is dark red 
as shown in Stage 8. 
Santa Rosas in exposed positions on the 
tree, which will be the first harvested, 
develop more red colour than fruit in more 
sheltered situations so that for early pick-
ings the plums will have a much higher 
colour than later in the season. In later 
pickings changes in the ground colour are 
more evident and must be taken into 
account in assessing maturity. 
For early pickings, fruit should be 
selected between Stages 4 and 5, whereas 
later in the season the colour should tend 
towards Stages 3 and 4. Where plums up 
to Stage 5 of maturity are being packed 
care is necessary to ensure tha t the fruit 
is not overmature, tha t is the skin com-
pletely free from any deep red colouration, 
no evidence whatsoever of softening and 
no pink tinge in the flesh. 
Santa Rosas increase in size considerably 
as the fruit matures and an increase of 
| in. diameter can occur between succes-
sive pickings. This is a further advantage 
in delaying harvesting until the correct 
stage of maturity is reached. 
Apart from harvesting at the right stage 
it is important to pick during the cooler 
part of the day, handle the fruit as soon 
as possible and cool store it promptly. 
Where long transportation before ship-
ment is involved the fruit should be 
thoroughly cooled before despatch. 
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GENUINE 
clone 
GATES 
jf^-^fm 
LONGER LIFE. Made completely of 
heavy metal tubing, "Cyclone" "Red Tag" 
Field Gates last through generations of wear 
and weather. 
GREATER STRENGTH. All joints are 
electrically welded, the strongest and most 
efficient way of joining metal to metal. No 
weakening bolt holes with "Cyclone" gates. 
SMOOTH SWINGING. Heavy top and 
bottom hinges bolt right through the post, 
cannot loosen or pull out, keep the gate 
swinging level always. 
STOCK CAN'T ESCAPE. Try as they 
will, stock cannot slip the catch on 
"Cyclone" gates. The chain-and-knob 
fastener cannot be knocked or lifted off by 
accident. 
This Red Tag is on every 
genuine "Cyclone" Gate RedTag 
I QUALITY* 
See your local "Cyclone" reseller or 
CYCLONE COMPANY OF AUSTRALIA LIMITED 
Cnr. Brown and Lime Sts., East Perth. Phone 23 3171 
and at Melbourne, Sydney, Adelaide, Brisbane, Townsvilla FG1SS/24/B4 
MAKERS OF THE FAMOUS "RINGLOCK" FENCES 
Please mention the "Journal ol Agriculture ol W.A.," when writing to advertisers 
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31 KVA Windpower Units produced for operation either 
as autonomous generators or suitable for connection to 
existing networks 
Windpower Generators from 7-250 KVA designed and 
manufactured as required 
DOWSETT HOLDINGS LIMITED 
TALLINGTON 
STAMFORD, LINCS. 
Telephone: Market Deeping 2301 (10 lines) 
18 QUEEN STREET, MAYFAIR 
LONDON W.l 
Telephone: May fair 8511 (8 lines) 
Please mention the "Journal of Agriculture of W.A.," when writing to advertisers 
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